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district shall constitute a governmental subdivision of this State and
a public body corporate and politic. After being recorded, such cer-
tification shall be filed with the State Soil Conservation Committee.
SECTION 9. Board of directors to govern district-nominating
petitions-election-ballots--terms--officers-bond of treasurer.
-(1) The governing body of the watershed conservation district shall
consist of five directors, elected as provided herein.
(2) Within thirty days after a watershed conservation district has
been created, nominating petitions may be filed with the supervisors
of the soil conservation district to nominate candidates for directors
of the watershed conservation district. No such nominating petition
shall be accepted by the supervisors unless it is signed by twenty-five
or more landowners within the watershed conservation district, or, if
less than fifty landowners are involved, by a majority of such land-
owners. If the candidates nominated do not exceed the number of
directors to be chosen, the supervisors shall declare them to be elected.
No person shall be eligible to be a director of a watershed conserva-
tion district who is not a landowner in the watershed conservation
district in which he seeks election.
(3) If the candidates nominated for directors of the watershed con-
servation district exceed the number of directors to be chosen, the
supervisors of the soil conservation district shall, after having given
due notice thereof, cause an election to be held within the watershed
conservation district within a reasonable time after the expiration of
the nominating period. The provisions of Sections 5, 6 and 7 of this
act as to notice, qualifications of voters, absentee voting, and the
manner of holding the referendum in organizing a watershed conser-
vation district, shall apply insofar as practicable to the election of the
directors. The names of all qualified nominees shall be printed in
alphabetical order upon ballots with a square before each name and a
direction to insert an "X" mark in the square before any five names
to indicate the voter's preference. Only landowners within the water-
shed conservation district shall be eligible to vote in the election. The
five candidates who shall receive the largest number respectively of
the votes cast in the election shall be the directors of the watershed
conservation district, and shall, upon the supervision of the supervisors
of the soil conservation district, be the governing body of the water-
shed conservation district.
(4) Of the directors first elected, the two receiving the largest
number of votes shall serve for terms of four years, the two receiving


